A comparison of the costs of ceftazidime therapy and gentamicin combinations in three UK hospitals.
This study compares the utilization costs of ceftazidime therapy with those of gentamicin in combination with other antibacterial drugs. The results show that the relatively high purchase cost of ceftazidime compared to combinations is more than counterbalanced by the additional materials used for drug administration and serum antibiotic assays, even when other drugs were combined with ceftazidime. The average drug and equipment costs were 230.13 pounds for ceftazidime regimens and 253.94 pounds for gentamicin regimens. It is also shown that ceftazidime therapy is associated with a reduction in personnel time compared to gentamicin regimens. The average times per patient for administration and assay were 1 h 43 min for ceftazidime and 4 h 57 min for gentamicin regimens. We conclude that ceftazidime regimens are cheaper than gentamicin regimens when all drug and equipment costs are quantified. Moreover, the use of ceftazidime will release staff time for other purposes.